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UK farmers give
green light to

green bedding

Compared with their European counterparts, UK
farmers have been slow to take up green bedding,
But that's set to change, explains David Cousins

reen bedding may not

be 4 termn youte familiar

with, b it lools set for

1 qurge of populadty in
the UTH. k% a clever way of produc-
ing a materal that can cut cubicle
manigem ent casts and improve
cow welfare,

That®s the view of Adran Tindall
the UK and kelind sales managsr
at Anstian separator moaleer Bager

He says that the company has
roore than 50 1mits warling in the
UFE. dnce the first installsnon 18
mornths ago and the ket conld
weell settle down at 100 umits 2 year
for the next fow years.

Throughout Europe there ar=
now more than SO0 umits at wodt
md new models are coming along

PLUG AHD PLAY SEPARATOR

Theret also now 2 Bauer plugand
play ssparater for large farms and
comractors. The pump, contral
panel and sepanatar are 4l one it
and paller fork dots mean thatit
can be ralatvely quicldy moved
from place to place (pichmed right).

“Treould be an ideal soluton for
the growing munher of famn s with
more than one dairy it and dury
storage and handling facilies”
says blr Tindall. “F could also give
CODITACHOTS 4 TLew service.”

Thres vergons are avulable. Teo
are stamdard ssparators with ot
of 30cu m/hor and 4ooumshor
md produsing 32% material, whils
the fhird iz 1 gresn bedding ver-
don producing drer 36-38% Divl
material.

COMPACTYERSION OF BRI

While regular green bedding hasta
bie used the same day, famers who
want to store the materal for o day
ortwa huve the option of going for
the extra-drying Bedding Recovery
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Unit. This uses what amoumts to a
glant nmable drier fthough withou
heating) to tadee dry moatter levels
o d0-d20,

Tro full-sized models for 1,000-
and 2,000-cow herds have been on
the marleet for some tme (theret
aready oneinthe UK andabout 70
around the wodd), with sxm corr
ol and suhomn ation feanres addad
Bur thers now a goaller verdon for
famnerawith abont 500 cows.

The undizesed fibres woparated
from shary spend ahour 20 hours
it 1 temperanime of 65-70C, which
lalls all the bugs and leaves 2 v
9'::1]:1&1:1'c-d:.v:tu‘gs el

COMPACTSEPARATOR
Bauer has also launched a new
S0 Compact separator modsl for
s aller dairy and pig fams. Typi-
cal outputis Scumchor for cartl
sy and 7-10cu m/hour for pig
sy andit’s siraed at hards of vp
o 150 cows,

The 1.3m-long and 0.7m-wide

saparator 12 physically saoaller than
compargy s axising S 655 modal
{for herds up to 400 cows) and the
5855 (for herds of more than 400
cows). Shiryisfedint the hous
ngifrom one fds ind pushed 4
to the front by the screw,
which nurns 4t just 15rpm.

Liquid is squeszed
through 0.25mm-lmm
dotted srzens ind yields
1 fibrous material with
1 dry Tnatter content 8
betwseen 25% and
280,

Cost of the Com-
pact 13 £10,000,
somewhat less than
the £17,000 54655
or £23,000 5855
models Pipesandfi-
g add £3,500.
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ALL YOUNEED TO KNOW ABOUT GREEN BEDDING

% What iz green bedding?

Green bedding is Bauers name
for RMS [recycled manure zolids].
It'= a technique that waz arginally
pioneered in the US4inthe eary
1990 and involves taking cow
mandre and putting it through a
powerful crew press.

An auger puzhes the manure
through afine mesh and removes
everything otherthan the
undigested fibres. This produces
3 peat-like material that has very
little adour.

Adny matter level above 353

iz ezzential, however it needs
to be uzed that day and not
e leftinapile s layerof
B DM 0N Matreszes
orfSom on
concrete dives a
comfortable bed
for cows, says
Bauer's Adrian
Mr Tindall, and
reduces hock
injuries.
UK uzers [zuch

az Cumbrian farmer Richard Threlfel
pictured left] have experienced
efther stable or reductions in cell
counts, he adds, and somefarmers
have reported 3 drop in mastitis
cazes fterinstalling 3 green
bedding zystem. The technigus iz
akzo popularin Denmark, Holland,
France and Germany.

* How does it compare with sand?
Sand iz a comfortable product
and cows like it. However DainyCo
reckonzthat the average cost of
=and fora 400-cow herd iz £1.40/
day compared with f1psforareen
bedding Alzo,zand i very hard
on purnps and tendz to reduce the
capacity ofzlurny lagoore.

The potential downzide of green
beddingizthatitcant be stored and
managerment mustbe good.

& |zit safe?

The technique has gamered zome
controversy, However Defra decided
inApril to continue to permit the
uze of=zo-called RMS for dairy cattle
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provided that farmers comply with
azet of conditions defined by a
DainyCo-led stakeholder group
conzieting offamming unions,
vetz, conzultants and equipment
suppliers.
"Uzing thiz technology sensibly
izlargely a matter of comman
sense,"says MrTindall Ttworks
best insound, well-ventilated
cubicle buildingswhere the bedding
material can dn) aut properly.”
“Farthe same reason, we
recarnmend buildingup a bed or
using it on mattresses in no marg
than Zin layers and then cleaning
and managingthe bed az you would
with any other matenal. To maintain
a dizeaze-contralstrategy, this
materalzhould only be used on the
farm where it was produced.”
"Wetve installed green bedding
zeparators on farms with just 120
cows up to ones with 1,700 cows,"
says MrTindall. "Users say that
they get longer cow [yingtimes,
increased milk yield and feswer

Polaris launches ATV for hill farmers

Polas haslsunched 1 new verdon
of its Sportamnan 570 ATY specced
sperific ally for hill farmers.

Called the 570 UTE, it%s been
given 1 180l tpping marload bes,
hill desment commol and power steer-
ing aswel 422 full eetaflighes and
indicaters. Rated towing capacity is
also pretty good for an ATV of this
dze at 556k,

The hill descery: system iz llely
0 be one of the bigger dryws for hill
farmers. As soon as the bile st
pointing downhill brales lick in on
all forr whesls and tale it downin 2
controlled marmer. This should px
wnend to those hirmisngnmaway
moments some people had with
sote CVT hilees and buggies.

Electric power steening and anar-
rower seat should also madee life
more comfortable when youw're

cloddng up the hours,

Strip badr the exmas and the new
model is pretty dmilar to the sand-
ard Sportam an 570, In the power
dep artment there’ 1 anglecylinder
5Treperal engine that puraps o
dabp — 22% more than the moaler’s
ald 500z blecle

This iz fuel injected and drives
through @ two-speed CVT ans-

mission, which is contmalled via a
yarduble gearsids on the rghthand
side Its also got am autom atic four
wheel drive systern thatladesin and
out depending on the am ot of
wheel slip.

The Sportsraan 570 UTE will be
avallable in Sepreraber 2014 with o

£6,000 price tag,

Machinery sales slow down across
Europe, says manufacturers group

Affer 1 srong, four-yer sconomic
upturn, the sgrimilniral moachin-
2Ty rmanufichinng sector is sesing
lower sales, says the VDBMA
Europesn manufacturers organi-
saion. “Following the 7% gobal
growth in the industry last year we
axpect 3 decrease of 3% to S this
year, although we condnue to be
at 3 disuncdy high level " saye D
Bernd Scherer, M D of VDA
Landtechmile.

This trend isvmlilely to leadto o
deep recesion however, aocording
to the WDiA thanles to the con-
ining high demand for medha-
nisaion in agriculnie in emerging
marleets and the contmiing gener-
ally zood sinution of farmers.

The Euwropean agricultural
machinery indnsry reached 2 new
record level in 2013 wath 1 nurmoser
of €30bn ewros £24bn). German
mamfichirersincreasad production

by 109 1o € 8.4bn (£6.8br). alters
inthe TISA, Brazil and the Far Bast
also enjoved sthove wvetage zrowth.
tleanvwhile, China’s share of pro-
duction volumes for ag machinery
1s o ahout 20%.

For the first quarter, the end
would muggest wealer sales — orders
for ag machinery and Tactor: in
Germany from January to April
were 1 0% below the same penod
inthe previous year

o e .

ailments 2uch 33 hock abrasions " i fo W W L1
Theturnover ofthe the European agricultural machinery industry resched atumaoverof £30bn euros,
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